
 

 

April 10, 2020 

 

Dear Oakdale Elementary families, 

First, as you may have heard Wednesday from Governor Brown, all Oregon schools are closed 

for in-person classes for the remainder of the school year. Though this news brings closure to 

one of our biggest questions, it brings with it a considerable amount of emotion, and a host of 

new questions. We are in a truly unprecedented time, and we are learning to adapt to meet the 

changing needs of our students, families, and staff. 

Beginning on Monday, April 13, we, and all other districts in our state, will begin Distance 

Learning for All. This new learning model asks all of us to learn new things, secure consistent 

communication with one another, and partner together to support the continued learning of all 

of our students. Throughout this work we will anchor ourselves in a commitment to care, 
connection, and the continuity of learning.  

 

Distance Learning for All 

Distance learning is instruction in which the student and instructor are in different locations. 

Students engaging in distance learning have access to appropriate educational materials and 

receive ongoing interaction with their teacher(s). Distance learning includes multiple forms of 

communication and blended learning strategies. It is important to note that distance learning is 

not just digital or online learning.  

 

How will students connect with teachers and continue learning? 

● Office hours: Teachers will be available to families by phone during set office hours. 

Each building/grade band has their own office hours.  



○ To reach your child’s teacher for office hours, please dial (503) 917-4356. You 

will be prompted to enter your teacher’s extension. Teachers will be sharing 

their phone extensions with you. 

○ Lyle Elementary and Oakdale Heights Elementary: 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 9:00-10:00 AM 

Tuesdays and Thursdays: 1:00-2:00 PM 

○ Whitworth Elementary: 

4th - Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 9:00-10:00 AM and Tuesdays 

and Thursdays 1:00-2:00 PM. 

5th - Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00-2:00 PM and Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Fridays 9:00-10:00 AM. 

● Google Classroom and iReady: All teachers will use Google Classroom and iReady as 

their primary means of providing math and reading learning opportunities for students. 

Teachers will be in communication with you to share your student’s login information.  

● Paper packets: Packets of weekly activities will be mailed to families of students who do 

not have access to materials online through iReady or their teacher’s Google Classroom 

pages.  

● Live meetings: Teachers will use Zoom and/or Google Hangouts to offer short, live 

connection opportunities. Teachers will share more information on their Google 

Classroom pages. 

 

Electronic Devices: Chromebooks and iPads 

Chromebooks 

● We are loaning school district Chromebooks to 2nd through 5th grade students whose 

parents indicated a need in the recent surveying efforts completed by each school.  

● Chromebook pick-up for students in 2nd-5th grades: 

○ When: Monday, April 13, 9:00 AM- 6:00 PM 

○ Where: LaCreole Middle School bus lane (enter at North side of parking lot) 

○ Parents/Guardians are to be present at time of pick up.  

iPads 

● We are donating out of service iPads to Kindergarten and 1st grade students. These 

iPads will be given free of charge. These iPads are functional for home use. Families will 

need to load all applications onto iPads. 

○ Distribution: iPads will be available for pick-up the week of April 20th. We will be 

in touch with information on iPad pick-up dates, times and locations. 

 

We are all faced with an incredible challenge at this time, and we recognize how much the 

physical closure of our schools impacts our families. Our teachers will be in touch with each 



family every week, and we will navigate this new path together. Thank you for your patience 

and understanding as we work to serve every student.  

 

We are committed to care, connection and continuity of learning for every student. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Alpert, Principal, Lyle Elementary 

rachel.alpert@dsd2.org 

 

Todd Baughman, Principal, Oakdale Heights Elementary 

todd.baughman@dsd2.org 

 

Darrick Bruns, Principal, Whitworth Elementary 

darrick.bruns@dsd2.org 
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